


CONDITION CHECK ONE CHECK ONE 

-UNALTERED X R I G I N A L  SITE 

XALTERED --MOVED D A L  

The Herndon Depot i s  a simple,  one-story wooden v e r t i c a l  board and 
b a t t e n  s t r u c t u r e .  The bu i ld ing  i s  rec tangu la r  i n  shape, and measures 
7 0 ' 6 "  x 20'1". I t  i s  b a s i c a l l y  i n  i t s  o r i g i n a l  condi t ion ,  however, 
approximately 20 f e e t  of  the  west end of t h e  bu i ld ing  have been removed 
t o  allow cons t ruc t ion  of  a road. The o r i g i n a l  west end wa l l  was then 
replaced  on t h e  bui ld ing .  Victor ian s t y l e  b u t t r e s s e s  under t h e  eaves 
a r e  t h e  b u i l d i n g ' s  only decora t ive  f e a t u r e .  The window and door framings 
a r e  o r i g i n a l ,  as a r e  the  semaphore and s e v e r a l  p ieces  of e x t e r i o r  hard- 
ware. The roof ing  m a t e r i a l  i s  t h e  o r i g i n a l  sculp tured  metal ,  r e c e n t l y  
coated with f i r e p r o o f  roof ing  tar .  The two baggage doors a r e  o r i g i n a l  
and although c u r r e n t l y  blocked from wi th in ,  they can be p u t  i n t o  working 
condit ion.  The th resho lds  of both baggage and passenger doors show 
obvious signs-of wear. The e x t e r i o r  i s  covered with board on board s i d i n g ,  
e i g h t  inches on c e n t e r  with t h e  bottom bo-ard being e i g h t  inches  wide and . 
t he  top  board t h r e e  -inches wide. The e x i s t i n g  c o l o r  scheme is appropr ia t e  
bu t  n o t  o r i g i n a l .  

The i n t e r i o r  of t h e  s t a t i o n  i s  p r e s e n t l y  used f o r  t h e  o f f i c e s  o f  t h e  
Herndon Department of Pub l i c  Works. Care has  been taken,  however, t o  
maintain t h e  room arrangements of  t h e  o l d  r a i l r o a d  s t a t i o n .  There a r e  
two wa i t ing  rooms, each 14 '11 ' '  x 18 '9" ,  divided by a t i c k e t  master 's  - 
room, 8'1" x 2 1 ' 9 " .  The t i c k e t  mas ter ' s  room divided t h e  wa i t ing  room 
f o r  "whites" from the  wai t ing  room f o r  "coloreds.  '! A l l  o f  t h i s  a r e a  has 
t h e  o r i g i n a l  f l o o r i n g ,  c e i l i n g  and w a l l s .  Some window panes and most 
door and window hardware a r e  o r i g i n a l .  

The baggage a r e a  measures 29 '11 ' '  x 18'9'' wi th  a r a i s e d  f l o o r  o f  the-  o r i -  
g i n a l  one-foot wide planking. The i n t e r i o r  wa l l s  an@-ceiling . i n  t h i s  
a r e a  have. been modernized. . ... 

The Herndon Depot i s  now p a r t  of  t h e  Herndon Town Square Complex, cons i s t -  
i n g  of  t h e  s t a t i o n  and the  town h a l l .  I t  i s  a t t r a c t i v e l y  s i t e d  with 
landscaping,  b r i c k  p lazas ,  seeding a r e a s  and a founta in  i n  t h e  c e n t e r  of 
t h e  downtown a r e a  of Herndon. The work on t h e  bu i ld ing  has  been done 
very c a r e f u l l y ,  and it remains a simple and a t t r a c t i v e  19th-century 
s t r u c t u r e .  
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

The Herndon Depot w a s  t h e  c e n t e r  of  a  l a r g e  and p r o f i t a b l e  d a i r y i n g  area. 
I n  1907 it was r e p o r t e d  that  "no p o i n t  on e i t h e r  t h e  main l i n e  o r  Bluemont 
branch o f  t h e  Southern Railway s h i p s  more milk  t h a n  Herndon." 

Located 21  m i l e s  from Washington, DC, t h e  Herndon Depot became b o t h  a 
focus  f o r  shi'pment of d a i r y  produc ts  and f o r  some o f  the f i r s t  commuters 
t o  Washington. 

The Herndon Depot w a s  c o n s t r u c t e d  i n  1857 as a  s t o p  on the Alexandria ,  
Loudoun and Hampshire r a i l r o a d .  The g r e a t l y  i n c r e a s e d  e f f i c i e n c y  of  r a i l -  
road  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  enabled  area fa rmers  t o  s h i p  t h e i r  goods t o  market 
more q u i c k l y  and t o  plow the r e s u l t i n g  p r o f i t s  back i n t o  t h e i r  l and .  The 
r o u t i n g  of t h e  r a i l w a y  l i n e  Through this  r u r a l  a r e a  r e s u l t e d  i n  t h e  e s t a b l i s h  
ment o f  a t h r i v i n g  s m a l l  community. ' 

An e n t h u s i a s t i o  -correspondent  i n  t h e '  November 21, 185 9  i s s u e  o f  t h e  
Alexandr ia  Gaze t te  wro te  that no one "had any doubt that  the f u t u r e  w i l l  
w i t n e s s  a t  t h i s  b e a u t i f u l  s p o t  a busy, a c t i v e  popu la t ion ,  who may en joy  
a l l  t h e  l u x u r i e s  o f  t h e  c i t y  w i thou t  any of  t h e  annoyance of  b r i c k  w a l l s ,  
dus ty  s reets,  and t h e  n o i s e  and b u s t l e  o f  d a i r y  business ."  i' 
I n  1858 t h e  town r e c e i v e d  a p o s t  o f f i c e  named f o r  Captain W i l l i a m  Lewis 
Herndon, a Vi rg in ia -born  s e a  c a p t a i n  who had h e r o i c a l l y  gone down wi th  h i s  
s h i p  a f t e r  d i r e c t i n g  passengers  and crew i n t o  l i f e b o a t s .  A s u r v i v o r  of 
t h e  d i s a s t e r  i s  s a i d  t o  have t o l d  t h e  s t o r y  a t  a meeting h e l d  t o  choose 
a =me,  and s o  impressed t h e  l o c a l  c i t i z e n s  t h a t  t hey  adopted t h e  name o f  
Herndon f o r  t h e  p o s t  o f f i c e  and t h e  l o c a l  community. 

The town w a s  l e g a l l y  i n c o r p o r a t e d  i n  1879, keeping t h e  name o f  Herndon, 
and t h e  f i r s t  town c o u n c i l  meetings were h e l d  a t  t h e  depot .  Although t h e  
o f f i c i a l  p o p u l a t i o n  w a s  low, area farmers  made Herndon t h e i r  market  c e n t e r ,  
w i t h  n o t a b l e  succes s .  I n  1907, t h e  I n d u s t r i a l  and H i s t o r i c a l  Sketch of - 
F a i r f a x  County n o t e d '  t h a t  "no p o i n t  on e i t h e r  t h e  main l i n e  of ~ l u e m o g  
branch o f  t h e  Southern Railway s h i p s  more milk t han  Herndon." 

T h e  p e r s o n a l  remembrances o f  L o t t i e  Dyer Schne ider ,  born t h e  y e a r  Herndon 
was i n c o r p o r a t e d ,  p rov ide  a unique view o f  Herndon i n  t h e  l a t e r  19th 

(See Continuation Sheet bl) 
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century .  She r e c a l l s  "The main i n d u s t r y  'in t h e  e a r l y  days w a s  s h i p p i n g  
milk t o  Washington. Hundreds of  g a l l o n s  of milk were shipped d a i l y  on 
e x p r e s s  cars, and I seem t o  h e a r  even today ,  t h e  no isy  banging of cans  
which resounded fa r  and wide bo th  morning and evening when t h e y  were loaded  
and unloaded a t  t h e  b i g  p l a t fo rm e r e c t e d  a c r o s s  t h e  road from t h e  depot ,  

" In  t h e  evening some o f  o u r  co lo red  c i t i z e n s  would f requent19  askehble  on 
t h i s  p l a t f o r m  and t o  t h e  qccompaniment of t h e i r  ban joes  s i n g  songs and whi le  
away t h e  t w i l i g h t  hours ."  

I n  1912 t h e  s t e a m  powered r a i l r o a d  w a s  conver ted t o  t h e  e l e c t r i c  Washington 
and O l d  Dominion Railway l i n e ,  b r i n g i n g  a n  i n c r e a s e d  number o f  Washington 
commuters t o  l i v e  i n  Herndon.' I n  1928, t h e  County Chamber of  Commerce re- 
p o r t e d  "Herndon ( a f t e r  F a l l s  Church) i s  t h e  second l a r g e s t  town i n  t h e  
County. Many 05 Herndon's r e s i d e n t s  commute d a i l y  t o  washington,  2 5  ( s i c )  
m i l e s  d i s t a n t . "  -I 

I n c r e a s i n g l y ,  improved roads  drew t h e  passengers  from t h e  t r o l l e y  l i n e s  
t o  t h e  automobi le ,  and i n  i t s  l a t e r  y e a r s  t h e  s t a t i o n  w a s  used more as a 
f r e i g h t  depot than  as a passenger  t e rmina l .  S e r v i c e  w a s  d i s con t inued  . 
d u r i n g . t h e  1960s and t h e  s t a t i o n  was owned by t h e  V i r g i n i a  E l e c t r i c  
Power Company, and l e a s e d  t o  t h e  town o f  Herndon until 1979. 

I n  1970 the Herndon H i s t o r i c a l  Soc i e ty  w a s  o rgan ized  and,  i n  con junc t ion  
w i t h  t h e  town, began t h e  r e s t o r a t i o n  o f  t h e  depot .  Memorabilia o f  Captain  
Herndon were c o l l e c t e d  and housed i n  t h e  depot .  I n  1974 r e s t o r a t i o n  w a s  
completed and t h e  b u i l d i n g  i s  be ing  u t i l i z e d  as t h e  o f f i c e  f o r  the town's  
P u b l i c  Works Department. The b r i c k  town square  around t h e  depot  w a s - r e -  
f u r b i s h e d  and i s  now t h e  s e t t i n g  f o r  summer c o n c e r t s .  The s t a t i o n  has  be- 
come t h e  emblem of t h e  town, and photos  and ske t ches  o f  it a r e  prominent 
on t h e  cover  of  town p u b l i c a t i o n s .  

70-n --,- don depot  i s  an e x c e l l e n ?  example of  t h e  s imple  r a i l r o a d  s t a t i o n  whose 
presence  w a s  a t  t h e  s a m e  t i m e  t h e  f o c a l  p o i n t  and t h e  p o i n t  of d e p a r t u r e  
f o r  t h e  s m a l l  r u r a l  communities o f  t h e  1 9 t h  and 20th centuries .  

' pa i r fax  County Board o f  Supe rv i so r s ,  I n d u s t r i a l  - and H i s t o r i c a l  Ske tch  
o f  F a i r f a x  County, V i r g i n i a .  F a l l s  Church, V a . :  Newell, 1907. - 

' ~ o t t i e  Dyer - Schneider ,  Memories - of  Harndon, Vie( lia. Marion, Va.: 11 !. 

' ~ a i r f  a x  County Chamber of Commerce, H i s t o r i c  , Progres s ive  F a i r f  a x  County 
i n  0 l d . V i r g i n i a .  Alexandr ia ,  Va.: Newell-Cole Co., 1928. -- 
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